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edit gone of, all you've] 
got was adit file, [= 
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> / Tectons| 
the Colonel hod hinted at all manner of 
= ‘Tord ll malphpebten 
th highest levels. 
Dost anyone els know? Se eter een 
We've got Koop thi gut for now, 
Yet have it availabe, and safe, = 
q You have command 
swcrity acess? 


for when it becomes z 


‘Gur duties resric us, which sas Wt should be. Let them choose] 
their own destiny. We are both Dornthanti, and space faring. 
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We trust our monitors ond security systems 
will protet without intruding on our privacy. 


They area part of oor calfoe and we fol such is right and normal. These folk 
have no such trust. Ando have such put upon them would feel it threat. 


Tiaow that, bot stl els wrong. Especially 
with foros out there wiling to destroy eveything 
for some obscure politcal advantoge. 


hmm — Any news from 


That reminds me. Secretary Shatoo has his own investigation going | 
Hasn’t said anything yet, but | suspect he is on to something. 


Got the results on that bomb. it was 
a fake — probably intended to file —| 
hurt a few people, scare a lot more. 


media hos’t wosed any tme.| [200 what she thought was a suspous Invdvl in Hic today. 
AY She was sodalixing with assistant secretary Deo-Htuhok ofthe CFC 

‘tthe time. The suspect fled when Commander Felna brandished a 

handgun. She then fied on him, bringing him down. His death, 
aimed a suid, is being investigated. 


[iieciemiomemenceweme) = ff 
vlions for merely being suspicious is petty extreme. 


Yeah, [naw — but he was a serious susped. 

a ‘And what | did was both warranted and legal, 

‘even here. Damn it! I’m not advocating shoot 

A. “SS first, questions later! But nor am | going to be 

Thave to be fully accountable to my superiors, and the EDF hamstrung by polite restraint. Lastly, I'm not. 
dosn't forgive mistakes, especially cil rights violations. Nove, 125 reckless os you might think. 

it you find that unacceptable, you can abways have me recaled, || << 


Yes, we know. 
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ships summoned to the stricken ares. ion over, the DH 270 accelerates 
towarda jump. The trip ia slow, cautious of the temporary repairs to its ravaged hull. 


‘And aboard, Capt. Arret contemplates the empty seats and inactive console: 
Half hia crew ia dead or remaing in critical condition after fruitiess attempt 
to rescue the Chishatail miners. 


[ Commander? | 


but his mind’s dear, rr = Captain — the doctor 
says we are going home? 
V, 


‘Mm, well, after the hostile contact, we neutralized it, 
but lst Mateoshat, wo porsued the Heavy, which self 
destrctd. Tho shuttle went fo station KN 18, found it 
booby trapped and everyone rigged with survival med 
packs and dosed with «neural neutralize, 


Ke __|Some of the med-packs were rigged| 
Bs} too, couldn’t save any of them. 


The same. A ot of those who didn’t dle by being 
‘on the packs got killed by cll the 
booby traps. We lost Rielly, Teka, 
Casputain, Gilerand, ond Jones. The DH 818 ond 
KV 12 showed upto help and took loses too. But 
it was too late, the neutralizer gutted their 
nervous systems. All we could do was euthanize 
the survivors. 


‘437 known dead, half of them euthed,] 
£83 missing and presumed dead from 
KN 28. We lost 18, 34 injured. 


‘everyone 
plants ruined too — All were small, outworld investors, 
dreams of sucess — independence — all 


als determined fo keep its daw into 
cll can get, regardless ofthe body count. 


‘Commander Fela, you (mee oo 


